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HOW LITHUANIANS CURSE

A nation’s character can be identified from many things:
customs, traditions, folk art, folklore; how people make merry,
how they mourn, how they treat others and so on. But a nation’s
traits are also mirrored by negative qualities, for instance, how
people express their anger, how they curse.

When a person curses he most often expresses anger toward
another, he upbraids and degrades him. To voice these ill wishes,
the person cursing uses words or phrases he considers to be the
angriest, foulest and most offensive and which he would never use
in ordinary conversation.

Certain nations are notorious for the abundance of their
curses. They are often unconsciously mixed into daily conversation
and are almost used as adages. The linguistic influence of
neighboring nations (in particular Slavic) is felt in certain oaths
used by Lithuanians. Emigrants also borrow expletives from the
language of the country where they live. However, we cannot
judge the true nature of the Lithuanian nation from these foreign
profanities. If we examine the purely Lithuanian swearwords we
will note they are distinct from the expletives and curses of other
nations.

Lithuanian oaths are an amalgama of folk beliefs from various
timespans. They contain remnants of ancient paganism and
Christian elements. At times references are made to ancient
mythological beings: the god thunder, fairies, witches and certain
living creatures; at others, to the devil, hell, Lucifer and so on.
Curses are closely related to magic. Primitive man believed in the
magical power of certain words or sayings, thus curses wish: “May
thunder strike you down!” or “May the earth swallow you up!”

Most Lithuanian expletives are based on the words devil, hell,
toad, snake, thunder and serpent. In curses, these words are
embellished by other vivid expressions, producing coarse and
angry invocations. The most striking curses help the person voice
his feelings better and have a stronger impact on the person
cursed.

The format of vulgarities depends on the degree of anger
being expressed. The vilest Lithuanian curses are called profanities.
They convey the direst things to another: a shameful death, eternal
suffering, terrible calamities. For example: “May nine demons take

Kai kurie lietuviy kultaros bruozai 73

KAIP LIETUVIAI KEIKIASI

Tautos charakterj galima pazinti i§ daugelio dalyky: paprodiy,
tradicijy, liaudies meno, zodinés liaudies karybos; kaip Zmonés
linksminasi, kaip liadi, kaip elgiasi su kitais zmonémis ir t.t. Taciau
tautos bruozai atsispindi ir jos neigiamybeése, pvz., kaip Zmoneés
ireiskia savo pyktj — kaip keikiasi.

Keikdamasis zmogus dazniausiai reikia piktus linkéjimus kitam
Zmogui, jj plsta ir niekina. Tiems piktiems linkejimams igreikiti
panaudojami ZodZiai arba posakiai, kuriuos besikeikiantis laiko
pikc&iausiais, bjauriausiais, labiausiai jzeidzian¢iais ir kuriy nesikeik-
damas niekuomet nevartoty.

Kai kurios tautos ypa¢ pasizymi keiksmazodziy gausumu.
KeiksmaZodziai daznai maisomi kasdieninéje zmoniy kalboje,
nekreipiant j juos jokio démesio, vartojant juos beveik kaip
priezodzius. Kaimyniniy tauty (ypa¢ slavy) kalbiné jtaka pasireiskia
ir kai kuriuose, lietuviy vartojamuose keiksmazodziuose. l3eiviai taip
pat skolinasi keiksmazodziy i§ gyvenamojo kraito kalbos. Taciau
pagal tuos svetimus keiksmazodzius negalime spresti apie tikrasias
lietuviy tautos savybes. Jeigu pazvelgsime | grynai lietuvidkus
keiksmazodzius, pastebésime, kad jie gerokai skiriasi nuo kity tauty
keiksmy ir prakeiksmuy.

Lietuviskuose keiksmazodziuose susipina jvairiy laikotarpiy
liaudies pasauléziaros elementai. Juose rasime senojo pagoniskojo
tikéjimo liekany ir krikicionybes jvaizdziy. Vienur kreipiamasi j
sengsias mitologines bitybes: perkiing (dievaitj), laumes, raganas,
kai kuriuos gyvius; kitur minimas velnias, pragaras, Liucipierius ir
pan. Keiksmai turi daug bendra su magija. Pirmykstis Zmogus tikéjo
magine atitinkamy ZodzZiy arba posakiy galia, todél ir prakeiksmais
linkima: ,,Kad tave perkanas nutrenkty!” , Kad tu skradziai zeme
nugrimztum!® Tokie pikti linkéjimai be reikalo, lengvabudiskai
neiStariami, nes Zmogus tikéjo, kad linkéjimas tikrai keikiamajam
pakenks.

Daugelio lietuvisky keiksmy pagrinda sudaro zodziai: velnias,
ruptze, gyvate, perkinas, zaltys. Keikiant tie zodziai apipinami kitais
vaizdingais 7zodziais, sukuriant rascius, piktus linkéjimus. Vaizdin-
gesnieji keiksmai padeda geriau isreikéti besikeikian¢iojo nuotaika,
sukeldami stipresnj jspad; keikiamajam.

Keiksmy forma jvairuoja pagal juose iSreiskiama piktumo
laipsn;. Patys pik¢iausi lietuviski keiksmai yra vadinamieji prakeiks-
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you!”, “May you hang yourself from a dead branch!”, “May your
tongue not fit in your mouth!”, “May the spring’s first thunder kill
you!”

Admonishing curses are more restrained. They do not invoke
disaster nor intend vengeance, but merely express hatred for and
outrage at another. It is a form of angry namecalling or dismissal of
an annoying person. For example: “You pock-marked toad!”,
“You slough of a serptent!”, “You son of a snake!”, “You cursed
fairy!”, “You horned witch!”

Another type of curse is the non-malicious invocation using
the format of a profanity. The things such curses intend are
certainly not terrible, a smile usually hides behind the anger. For
example: “May a rabbit butt you to death!”, “The deuce take
you!”, “May a shoe swallow you!”, “May you drown in a spoon!”

Sometimes certain swearwords are replaced by sound-alikes
which have nothing to do with evil-wishing. When a person flares
up and has an urge to curse, he pulls himself together and stops in
midstream. The expletive’s angry content is turned into a joke.

From these few paragraphs it is evident that Lithuanians were
not accustomed to using vile words, especially those degrading
women or certain relationships between people. Their curses, in
comparison to those of other nations, are relatively “clean” and
“innocent” but they do not lack wit or inventiveness.

For examples of Lithuanian curses please refer to the
Lithuanian text since translation would rob them of their colorful
meaning.

Some examples of Lithuanian curses:

Po simts geguciy!

O tu rupazgalvi!

O tu Zalty prakeiktas!

Tu avigalvi!

Tu parso koja uzpakaline!

Tu suns kumpi!

Kapladanti!

Lisk tu vabalo blauzdon!

Eik | pekla molio minti!

Eik suny sukuot!

Kaip tave Sventa Zemé nesioja!
Suk tave devynios!

Kad tave perkanas be Zaibo trenkty!
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mai. Juose linkima kitam Zmogui baisiausiy dalyky: gedingos
mirties, amziny kanciy, baisiy nelaimiy. Pvz.: ,Kad tave devyni
velniai pagriebty!“, ,Kad tu pasikartum ant sausos Sakos!“, | Kad tau
liezuvis burnoje neissitekty!*, , Kad tave pirmas pavasario perkdnas
uzmusty!“

Plastamojo pobadzio keiksmai yra santdresni. Jais nelinkima
nieko lemtingo, netrokstama kersto, o tik i¢ésakoma kitam Zmogui
neapykanta, pasipiktinimas. Tai yra piktas pravardziavimas arba
jkyréjusio Zmogaus varymas 3alin. Pvz.: ,,Tu rupize rauplétal, | Tu
zalc¢io isnara!™, ,Tu gyvatés vaike!”, ,Tu laume prakeikta!“, ,Tu
ragana raguota!*

Dar kitg keiksmy tipg sudaro nepikti linkéjimai, panaudojami
prakeiksmy forma. Tokiuose keiksmuose linkimi dalykai yra visai
nebaiss — uz tariamo rastumo daznai slepiasi Sypsena. Pvz.: ,Kad
tave zuikis subadyty!, , Kad tave dryzi paraliai!“, , Kad tave naginé
praryty!“, , Kad tu Saukste prigertum!“

Kartais atskiri keiksmy Zodziai pakeic¢iami kitais, panasiai
skambanciais, taciau nieko bendra neturin¢iais su blogio linkéjimu,
pvz.: ,Kad tave per kramus!“, , Sukos!“, , Rupds miltai!* Zmogui
pykteléjus ir uzéjus norui nusikeikti, susigriebiama, tarsi sustojama
pusiaukeléje. Piktas keiksmo turinys paverciamas juoku.

Jau i3 siy keliy paragrafy matyti, kad lietuviai nebuvo prate
métytis $lykiciais, ypa¢ moteris ar kai kuriuos Zmoniy tarpusavio
santykius Zeminandiais, zod7iais. Jy keiksmai, palyginus su kity tauty
keiksmazodziais, yra gana ,SvarGs” ir ,nekalti, taciau juose
netroksta samojaus ir karybiskumo.

Stai keletas lietuvisky keiksmy pavyzdziy:

Kad jj perkdnas is giedro dangaus nutrenkty!
Kad tave vétros padangém nesioty!

Kad tave nelabasis pagriebty!

Kad tave visi velniai ir viens!

Kad tave giltiné!

Kad tau kiaurai iseity!

Kad tu sudegtum su paciute ir gryciute!

Kad tu taip lakstytum po laukus, kaip pasiutes vilkas!
Kad tu staugdamas nueitum!

Kad tave gyva kirmélés suesty!

Kad tu vaiksciotum be galvos!

Kad tau pilve nerimty!

Kad tu isdziatum kaip sausas sienelis!



